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Personal St@@pries

World War I1

Alfred Edward Thomas Annetts
2" (Airborne) Brig Oxford & Bucks

ﬂ-[aw’ng ﬁ’m’sﬁeof his education at Winterslow School,
FEddie as he was known, became an apprentice carpenter
at Norman Court Estate and then moved to the Dean
Hill Naval Depot. He joinec[ the Home Guard in earfy
1941 and served for 12 months Eefore Eeing called up to
the Territorial Army. He and thousands of others were
“deemed to have enlisted into the Territorial Army” for
the duration of the emergency under the _provisions of
the National service (Armed Forces) Acts 1939 and
1940. He carried out his basic training as member of

the 10rﬁ Battalion of the Somerset Ligﬁt ‘Jnfantry

starting on 1 5tﬁ January 1942.
The 10th Battalion was converted to the 7th (Ligﬁt infantry) Battalion, the Parachute Regiment
latter in 1942 based in Bucﬁingﬁamsﬁire. On 19rﬁ October 1942, ﬁaw’ng seen an advert in the
NAF Y, Eddie volunteered to join The Oxforcf and Bucéingﬁamsﬁire Ligﬁt anantry, which was to
become an airborne force based at Bufﬁfonf Camp, ten miles from Winterslow.

On the morning of March 24th 1 945 the 440 Horsa
g[icfer was towed into the air carrying FEddie and the
com}o(iment cf 16 other servicemen to their target. As
tﬁey a}a}aroacﬁecf the target their g[icfer, ﬁaw’ng been

re[easenffrom tﬁe fOWiﬂg [ine, came uncfer extreme anti

aircmft sﬁe[ﬁng resufting in the Erealéu}a of their
aircmft, which crashed to the grouncf

At the age of 22 he lost his (ife a[ong with all on board the gficfer and was laid to rest
initia[[y in a cemetery near Hamminkeln, close to the German - Dutch boarder.
ﬂﬁer the war a Commonwealth Cemetery, the fargest in germany, was established at
Reichswold Forest, which is were Eddie was u[timate(y laid to rest.

?lclénow[ecfgement - Laurence Neal - Author of “In Search Of Uncle Eddie”






